
COUNCIL - 21.05.19

AT A MEETING OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL held in the Council Chamber - 
Guildhall Windsor on Tuesday, 21st May, 2019

PRESENT: The Mayor (Paul Lion), the Deputy Mayor (Colin Rayner), and Councillors
Baldwin, Baskerville, Bateson, Bhangra, Bond, Bowden, Brar, Del Campo, Cannon,
Carroll, Clark, Coppinger, C. Da Costa, W. Da Costa, Davey, Davies, Dudley, Haseler,
Hill, Hilton, Hunt, Johnson, Jones, Knowles, Larcombe, Luxton, McWilliams, Muir,
Price, Rayner, Reynolds, Sharpe, Shelim, Singh, Stimson, Story, Targowski, Taylor,
Tisi, Walters and Werner

Officers: Duncan Sharkey, Andy Jeffs, Karen Shepherd, Andrew Scott, David Scott and
Alison Singleton

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None received.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None received.

3. ELECTION OF MAYOR FOR 2019/20 

The Mayor, Paul Lion, welcomed everyone to the Annual Meeting and gave a brief 
résumé of his year in office. He thanked Reverend John Quick and Reverend Will 
Stileman for their spiritual guidance. His aim was now to keep an eye on Councillor 
Bhangra, to look after his old ward. The Prime Minister had said to him that politics 
was brutal; the country stood at a crossroads of national politics. Members were local 
politicians and should look after the local crossroads first. It had been a privilege to 
serve the borough and its communities. It had opened his eyes to the huge number of 
volunteers who gave their time selflessly to help others. The news was full of doom 
and gloom but if you listened to the local communities this was far from the truth. He 
had visited many local schools during the year and had great fun talking to the future 
generations. The variety of events he had attended were too many to mention but the 
chance to raise funds for his two charities, the Royal British Legion and Royal National 
Lifeboat Institute, had been a fantastic experience.  He thanked everyone who had 
supported him throughout the year, including the Mayor’s Secretary and the Mayoral 
Team, his loving wife and family, old friends and new, the presidents of the Rotary and 
Lions Clubs, Colin Rayner, who had been a fantastic Deputy Mayor, the Leader 
Councillor Simon Dudley and fellow Councillors.

THE MAYOR INVITED NOMINATIONS FOR THE ELECTION OF THE MAYOR OF 
THE ROYAL BOROUGH FOR 2019/2020.

In proposing Councillor Sayonara Luxton for the role of Mayor, Councillor Story stated 
that it gave him great pleasure to propose Sayonara Luxton as Mayor of the Royal 
Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead for the next 12 months. Sayonara was from Goa 
and was part of a big family, and had quite a big family herself. She had four brothers, 
two sisters and four daughters. Sayonara may have been of little height but what she 
lacked in height she made up for in experience and determination, and certainly made 
up for in making her presence known.
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Sayonara had been a councillor in Sunningdale for 12 years. Four years ago she had 
been Deputy Mayor; three years ago she had been Mayor. As Mayor she had proudly 
represented the Royal Borough at the many events. As Deputy Mayor, along with the 
Mayor Dee Quick, she had celebrated the Queen's 90th birthday and presented Her 
Majesty with a very special birthday present from the Royal Borough, coats for each of 
the corgis complete with the Royal Borough crest.

During her year as Mayor Sayonara raised a great deal of money for charities, 
including the famous War Horse memorial which was in a very prominent position 
outside the entrance to Ascot Racecourse. Councillor Story was sure she would raise 
a lot of money for charities in the coming year as well.

Sayonara was a great fighter for the residents of the Royal Borough; she got things 
done. She had plenty of campaign honours including playing a major role in the 
campaign to stop Heatherwood Hospital from closing. The result was that a new state 
of the art hospital was being built and would open in less than three years’ time. More 
recently she had been part of the campaign to build a brand new leisure centre in 
Sunningdale, which would serve residents and school children from all over the Ascot 
area and would have a 6-lane swimming pool. 

Sayonara was of course very well informed about the Borough; she had held some 
key positions on the council including Chairman of the Adult Services and Health 
Overview and Scrutiny Panel, which ensured some our most vulnerable residents 
were well cared for, and last year she chaired the Audit and Performance Review 
Panel which ensured the council's finances were in good order. 

He concluded that, in short, the Royal Borough could not wish for a more experienced 
Mayor and he had no hesitation in proposing Councillor Sayonara Luxton as the next 
Mayor of the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead.

In seconding the motion, Councillor Dudley stated that it gave him great pleasure to 
second Sayonara’s nomination for Mayor. She had previously done a fantastic job as 
Mayor of the Royal Borough and he was sure she would do so again. He was also 
pleased to second Ian Luxton as her consort for the year.

Ian was born at King’s College Hospital in Denmark Hill, London in 1954 and went to 
Queens’ College Cambridge in 1972 where he graduated gaining an MA. Ian qualified 
as a chartered accountant with Price Waterhouse Coopers in 1979 and was 
transferred to their Dubai office a year later. He liked it so much that he stayed for 14 
years becoming general manager of the World Trade Centre in 1990, shortly after 
meeting Sayonara.

Ian worked with the Al Fayeds in Dubai and moved over to Harrods Finance in 
London for two years. In 2001 Ian switched to the entirely different trade of motor 
repair and was now Director of Finance for Nationwide Accident Repair Services and 
Chairman of M&A Coachworks which repaired the world’s finest car makes. Ian and 
Sayonara had four beautiful and talented daughters; undoubtedly his greatest 
achievement as a father and husband.
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In conclusion, Ian would once again be an excellent companion and steadfast support 
for Sayonara during her year as Mayor. He was very pleased to second the 
nomination and wished them both a fantastic year of public service for the residents 
of the Royal Borough.

It was moved by Councillor Story, seconded by Councillor Dudley and:

RESOLVED: That Councillor Sayonara Luxton be elected Mayor of the Royal 
Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead for the ensuing Municipal Year.

The Managing Director declared Councillor Luxton duly elected Mayor. 

Councillor Luxton made the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by 
Councillors Story and Dudley.

THE MAYOR (COUNCILLOR LUXTON) IN THE CHAIR

Paul Lion presented the Mayor with the Mace, the Borough seal and the keys to the 
Mayor’s Parlour.

In making her speech of acceptance, Councillor Luxton thanked Councillor John Story 
and Councillor Simon Dudley for their kind words of support. She had been delighted 
to be re-elected to serve as Ward Councillor for Cheapside and Sunningdale.  She felt 
truly humbled to be chosen by residents in the area to represent them again and also 
overjoyed to be chosen by her fellow Councillors to serve the Royal Borough of 
Windsor and Maidenhead as a Mayor for a second term.  She had now joined a very 
special group of Councillors to have served the Royal Borough as Mayor on more than 
one occasion.  She certainly did feel privileged.

Councillor Luxton explained that the last time she had stood here, she genuinely never 
thought that she would be doing the role for a second time round.  Although she had 
really enjoyed being Mayor, it was the hardest job she had ever undertaken.  It was a 
very demanding role made even more demanding when she had commitments like a 
huge family, great friends and a very precious dog. 

Councillor Luxton explained that her chosen charity for the year was Thames Valley 
Hospice. She wanted to try and raise as much as she possibly could for the charity. 
 She did not fully appreciate the important work they did until she had visited the 
previous year.  The Hospice give friends, families and residents the best care in their 
precious time on earth.   When she had been Mayor previously, her chosen Charity 
was the Household Cavalry Foundation.  Shortly after expressing her support to them 
it was announced that the Household Cavalry regiment were to leave Windsor after 
210 years.  She was sure that Thames Hospice was not going anywhere.  In fact, they 
were building a brand new Hospice to help support more residents so she was hoping 
for support to raise much needed funds for this Charity.  

She paid particular thanks to her friend and fellow Ward Councillor Christine Bateson.  
Christine had been a great mentor and she had learnt a lot from her over the years.  
Christine was very dedicated, committed to her role as Councillor, hard-working and, 
like herself, a little bossy at times.
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She concluded by thanking Paul Lion, her predecessor and Colin Rayner, the Deputy, 
for all the great work they had done throughout the year.  

The Mayor presented Paul Lion and Mrs Laura Lion with their Past Mayor's and Past 
Mayoress’ badges.

4. ELECTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR FOR 2019/20 

In nominating Councillor Muir for the office of Deputy Mayor, Councillor Shelim stated 
that Gary was originally from Blackpool but had been educated at Henley College, 
before becoming the youngest ever Area Manager for the Association of Retailers of 
America. After that he spent a decade working in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia where he met 
his long-time friend Jesse Grey. He moved back from the Middle East in 1989 to raise 
his two wonderful sons, Christopher and Jonathan, in Datchet. He was elected to the 
Royal Borough in a by-election in 2007. Councillor Muir discharged his public duty 
without a desire for fanfare or fame, media attention or public recognition.  He had 
raised thousands of pounds for numerous charities and had been instrumental in 
ensuring the traveller community in Datchet was valued, respected and an integral 
part of the village.  Gary Muir’s love for community, family and patriotism made him 
the perfect choice for Deputy Mayor.

In seconding the motion, Councillor Cannon stated that he had known Councillor Muir 
over 10 years in his capacity as Borough Councillor, Parish Councillor and together 
with Caron, as personal friends. Caron North would be a great support to Gary during 
the year ahead. Caron was born and raised in Sheffield. It was apparent from a very 
early age that her passion was animals. After College she moved to Old Windsor in 
1985 where she studied Equestrian Science and Husbandry. These qualifications led 
into several jobs where she worked, trained and cared for horses. 34 years ago, while 
driving the horse drawn carriages in Windsor she met one of her closest friends, Bob 
Reagan. Little did she know that that meeting would be the beginning of a new 
chapter. Caron had always dreamt big ideas (no matter how crazy they seemed) and 
one of her biggest was to learn to drive HGV lorries, to join Bob on his farm business. 

In 2002 Caron’s life changed when Blue Acre Horse Rescue was formed. Bob finally 
gave up fighting the growing numbers of horses turning up on the farm with Caron, 
with countless stories of terror told to him about their backgrounds.
A selfless and generous woman, Caron planned to change the world for as many 
animals as she could. The charity became Caron’s life 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
She created a sanctuary full of love and safety for not just horses but any animals in 
need. Today she cared for 43 horses, countless ducks and chickens, 6 dogs and 2 
goats on a daily basis. She also worked part time at the Old Windsor Club. Caron lead 
the team on rescue missions, receiving calls in the middle of the night, attending 
immediately, completely disregarding herself, thinking only of the animals.

Blue Acre not only helped animals; it was very important to Caron that everyone had a 
safe place where they could be themselves and feel comfortable. She worked closely 
with the Ways Into Work Scheme through Blue Acre to help disadvantaged young 
people. Many young people and adults visited the farm on a day to day basis, and 
some stayed to become part of the team. Caron would always put others first, protect 
the ones who trusted her and would always battle for a better future. She would be a 
great support for Gary during his year in office.
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It was moved by Councillor Shelim, seconded by Councillor Cannon, and:

RESOLVED: That Councillor Gary Muir be appointed Deputy Mayor of the Royal 
Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead for the ensuing Municipal Year.

The Managing Director declared Councillor Gary Muir duly appointed Deputy
Mayor. Councillor Muir made the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by 
Councillors Shelim and Cannon.

In his speech of acceptance, Councillor Muir thanked Members for placing their trust 
in him by electing him Deputy Mayor of the Royal Borough of Windsor and 
Maidenhead for 2019/20. He particularly thanked Councillor Shelim and Councillor 
Cannon for proposing and seconding the nomination. He thanked his partner Caron 
North for agreeing to take the role of Deputy Mayoress; she would do a great job. He 
was looking forward to supporting his great friend and the dynamic new Mayor, 
Councillor Luxton, over the next year. and visiting as many community groups, 
charities and schools as he could.

Councillor Muir then presented Colin Rayner and Councillor Samantha Rayner with 
their past Deputy Mayor's and past Deputy Mayor’s Consort badges.

5. ELECTION OF LEADER 

Members considered the election of the Leader of the Council.

Councillor Coppinger proposed Councillor Simon Dudley as Leader of the Council. 
Councillor Coppinger explained that he had first become a Member 8 years 
previously; the borough had been a very different place then. It was a borough that did 
not support affordable housing, only supported sustainability if the pay back was good 
and where children and grandchildren had to move away to afford a house. The 
Waterway was only a dream; Maidenhead had literally been dying. Now it was a 
borough with high levels of investment, a new leisure centre in Maidenhead and a new 
one to be built in the south of the borough; where those unfortunate enough to be 
homeless were offered accommodation and not just when it was freezing. Where 30% 
affordable housing was guaranteed on joint development sites. York House had been 
rebuilt, the new Waterways were coming and millions had been invested in schools. 
The borough had fought to stop the expansion of Heathrow and improve the lives of 
residents, and had worked closely with the government on a flood relief scheme. A 
Cabinet Member had been appointed to drive the green agenda including a new 
kerbside recycling scheme. The common factor had been Councillor Dudley, a leader 
with foresight, financial acumen and the ability to see opportunities and make 
decisions. 

In seconding the motion, Councillor Rayner commented that Councillor Dudley was 
one of the most experienced and long-serving councillors. He had held a number of 
Lead Member positions in which he had gained valuable insights and then had been 
Leader for the last three years. In that time the council had made huge and brilliant 
steps to make the lives of residents better. Change was not easy and bravery was 
needed. Councillor Dudley was passionate about delivering and driving change. There 
was a need for stability in the council to give confidence to businesses and residents 
and to encourage more investment in the borough. Councillor Dudley brought to the 
council a long and successful career in banking, dealing in complex and high finance. 
These skills were essential as the borough tackled the most challenging and 
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demanding issues of the day including increasing social care for adults and children 
and the huge infrastructure and development needed. This required a Leader who 
could steer with confidence and the skills to deliver what was so needed.

It was proposed by Councillor Coppinger, seconded by Councillor Rayner, and:

RESOLVED: That Councillor Dudley be elected as Leader of the Council.

A named vote was taken as at least five councillors made such a request, as per Part 
2 C17.3.3 of the constitution: 23 councillors voted for the motion: Councillors Bateson, 
Bhangra, Bowden, Cannon, Carroll, Clark, Coppinger, Dudley, Haseler, Hilton, Hunt, Johnson, 
Luxton, McWilliams, Muir, Rayner, Singh, Sharpe, Shelim, Story, Stimson, Targowski, 
Walters. 17 councillors voted against the motion: Councillors Baldwin, Baskerville, Bond, Brar, 
C Da Costa, W Da Costa, Davey, Davies, Del Campo, Hill, Jones, Knowles, Price, Reynolds, 
Taylor, Tisi and Werner. Councillor Larcombe abstained.

Election of Leader (Motion)
Councillor Andrew Johnson For
Councillor David Cannon For
Councillor Wisdom Da Costa Against
Councillor Julian Sharpe For
Councillor Sayonara Luxton For
Councillor David Hilton For
Councillor Leo Walters For
Councillor Maureen Hunt For
Councillor John Bowden For
Councillor Gerry Clark For
Councillor David Coppinger For
Councillor Geoffrey Hill Against
Councillor Gary Muir For
Councillor Samantha Rayner For
Councillor Christine Bateson For
Councillor Stuart Carroll For
Councillor Simon Dudley For
Councillor Lynne Jones Against
Councillor Ross McWilliams For
Councillor Shamsul Shelim For
Councillor John Story For
Councillor Simon Werner Against
Councillor John Baldwin Against
Councillor Clive Baskerville Against
Councillor Gurpreet Bhangra For
Councillor Simon Bond Against
Councillor Mandy Brar Against
Councillor Catherine del Campo Against
Councillor Carole Da Costa Against
Councillor Jon Davey Against
Councillor Karen Davies Against
Councillor Phil Haseler For
Councillor Neil Knowles Against
Councillor Ewan Larcombe Abstain
Councillor Helen Price Against
Councillor Joshua Reynolds Against
Councillor Gurch Singh For
Councillor Donna Stimson For
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Councillor Chris Targowski For
Councillor Helen Taylor Against
Councillor Amy Tisi Against
Carried

Councillor Dudley confirmed the Cabinet positions for 2019/20 as above; details of which had 
been distributed to those present. He thanked all who had voted in the recent local elections. 
He looked forward to working with all Members to improve the lives of every resident in every 
ward whether Conservative controlled or not.

6. POLITICAL BALANCE AND APPOINTMENT OF PANELS, CHAIRMEN/VICE CHAIRMAN 
2019-20 

Members considered the political balance in accordance with the duty in the Local 
Government and Housing Act 1989 to review and determine the representation of the different 
political groups on bodies appointed by the council.

RESOLVED: That Full Council notes the report and:

i) Notes the political balance of the council as a result of the local 
elections held on 2 May 2019 as detailed in paragraph 2.1.

ii) Approves the membership of the committees, panels and forums for 
the ensuing Municipal Year as detailed in Appendix A.

iii) Appoints the Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the ensuing Municipal 
Year as detailed in Appendix A. 

iv) Delegates authority to the Service Lead – Governance to amend/make 
further appointments on the nomination of the relevant Group Leader. 

v) Delegates authority to the Monitoring Officer to amend the 
constitution as appropriate in light of any amendments to the 
structure of Panels, Committees and Forums as detailed in Appendix 
A, including:

 The number of panel members on the Licensing Panel be 
amended to 11 (see paragraph 2.7 for details)

CABINET
Member Portfolio

Councillor Dudley Leader of the Council, Maidenhead Regeneration and 
Maidenhead (incl. Communications and Property)

Councillor Coppinger Deputy Leader of the Council, Planning 

Councillor Rayner Deputy Chairman of Cabinet, Culture, Communities 
and Windsor (incl. Customer and Business Services) 

Councillor Carroll Adults, Children and Health

Councillor Hilton Finance and Ascot

Councillor Clark Sustainability, Waste Services and Economic 
Development

Councillor Cannon Public Protection 

Councillor Shelim HR, Legal & IT (incl. Performance Management)

Councillor Johnson Infrastructure, Transport Policy and Housing
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 The inclusion of Old Windsor ward in the terms of reference 
for the Windsor Town Forum  (see paragraph 2.8 for details)

In closing the meeting, the Mayor invited Lily and Mia, representing Thames Hospice, 
to present bouquets to the Mayor, Deputy Mayoress, immediate past Mayoress and 
immediate Past Deputy Mayoress.


